WEST PHILLY
PROMISE
NEIGHBORHOOD
ISSUE BRIEF:
PUBLIC SAFETY

The Promise Neighborhood footprint is
about 2 square miles bordered by Girard
Avenue to the North, Sansom St. to the
South, 48th to the West, and the
Schuylkill River to the East. This area
includes the Belmont, Mantua, Mill Creek,
Powelton Village, West
Powelton/Saunders Park, and East
Parkside neighborhoods.
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The West Philly Promise
Neighborhood is a 5-year initiative
funded by a U.S. Department of Education
grant to support cradle to career
opportunities for children living or going
to school in the Promise Neighborhood
footprint.

Sansom
St.
Source: US Census - American Community Survey

In this brief we explore current data and trends that describe the safety environment in the
Promise Neighborhood (PN). Effective public safety ensures all community members have access
to environments that are safe and free from harm. Some urban communities experience higher
exposure to violence and crime than others. This results in consequences such as further violence,
stress, substance abuse, mental illness, and social and economic impacts.

GUN VIOLENCE CRISIS IN PHILADELPHIA
The COVID-19 pandemic worsened already existing inequities in gun violence. 2020 was the
second highest year of gun violence and homicides in Philadelphia's recent history, and 2021 is on
track to surpass it. These violent incidents have magnified current inequities and the crisis has
disproportionately impacted black and brown communities, especially young black men.
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The rate of reported shootings has
increased since 2018 across the city.
Shootings in the PN were above average
compared to the rest of the city in 2019 and
2020.

The Philadelphia average is 1.66
shootings per block group.
Source: Philadelphia Police Department, 2020

Shootings harm individuals directly through injuries, psychological harm, disability, and death.
These devastating incidents also harm communities, causing collective trauma in the
neighborhoods where they occur.
COUNT OF SHOOTINGS IN PROMISE
NEIGHBORHOOD (2020)

FATAL AND NON-FATAL
SHOOTINGS IN THE PROMISE
NEIGHBORHOOD
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In the graph to the right, you can see that
most of the shooting incidents that occur are
non-fatal. Shootings in Promise Neighborhood
have been steadily increasing since 2018 at a
rate higher than Philadelphia. 2020 has seen a
36.4% increase in non-fatal shootings from
2019 in the promise neighborhood.
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VIOLENT CRIME
Violent crime includes homicide,
rape, robbery, and aggravated
assault. Incidents of violent crime
can impact overall feelings of safety
and connection in a community.
Additionally, stigma resulting from
higher rates can lead to a
withdrawal of both public and
private resources and investments
for these communities.

DENSITY OF VIOLENT CRIMES IN PROMISE
NEIGHBORHOOD (2020)

The heat map to the right shows
that three areas along the southern
border of West Powelton/Saunders
Park contain the highest
concentration of violent crime.
These are the areas shown by the
color yellow.
Source: Philadelphia Police Department, 2020

Homicide
incidents
doubled from
10 to 20 in
2020. That's
a 100%
increase in
one year.
Source: Philadelphia Police Department, 2020

The above chart shows which violent crimes are most common in the Promise Neighborhood and
the raw totals over time. Incidents of aggravated assaults and robberies are more common than
incidents of homicides and rapes. As shown, robberies have declined significantly from 2015 while
aggravated assaults have remained roughly the same over time period with a dip in 2018. Rape has
been steady since 2015. Homicide was steady until 2020, when the amount of homicides doubled.

Page 4

PROPERTY CRIME
When a property crime occurs, an individual's property is stolen or destroyed without the use of
force or violence. Property crimes include burglary, theft and motor vehicle theft. The perception
of residential safety and community cohesion can be impacted by property crime rates.

PROPERTY CRIMES IN PN (2020)

29.2 property
crimes per 1,000
persons is the
Philadelphia
property crime rate.

Source: Philadelphia Police Department, 2020

The above map shows the rate of property crime in each neighborhood (purple colors) as well as
the location of each crime in 2020 (blue and red points). Some census tracts in Spruce Hill and
Mantua show the highest rate of property crime because fewer people live there. Burglaries are
clustered near businesses on the commercial corridors. This pattern is also seen along Lancaster
Ave. in Belmont. Areas where rates are the lower than the city average are Powelton Village,
University City, Mill Creek, and East Parkside.
The chart to the right
shows which property
crimes are most
common in the Promise
Neighborhood and the
total count over time.
Theft is consistently
the most common
property crime,
burglary has remained
at a consistent rate.
Motor vehicle theft,
however, increased
dramatically from 2019
to 2020. These 2020
changes could be
related to the impact of
stay-at-home orders
due to COVID-19.

Source: Philadelphia Police Department, 2020
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INTERACTION WITH THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
These data represent Promise
Neighborhood residents' involvement
in the criminal justice system through
interaction with supervision (parole
and probation) and incarceration. High
rates of involvement impact a
community's health as incarcerated
and formerly incarcerated residents
are not able to contribute to the
community at their highest potential.
Individuals under supervision also face
barriers in employment and housing.
Differences between neighborhoods
exist. Many fewer years sentenced are
seen in the areas surrounding Spruce
Hill and Powelton Village compared to
areas like Belmont, Mantua, and West
Powelton.

YEARS OF FUTURE INCARCERATION
SENTENCED (2019)

Source: Philadelphia District's Attorney Office, 2020

Years of future incarceration
represents total years of incarceration
sentences left to be served.

Years of future supervision represents
total years of either parole or
probation sentences left to be served.

Differences by neighborhoods
exist in how many total years
residents interact with the
criminal justice system.
Historically, Promise
Neighborhood had higher rates
of incarceration and supervision
than Philadelphia overall.
However, rates in both
Philadelphia and Promise
Neighborhood have decreased in
recent years to the point where
the disparity has disappeared.
Changes in these rates can be
the result of actual changes in
crime rates and/or policy
changes that seek justice through
means other than incarceration
or supervision.

Source: Philadelphia District's Attorney Office, 2020
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KEY TAKEWAYS
2020 was the second highest year of gun violence and homicides in Philadelphia's
recent history.
Overall, the city is experiencing a gun violence crisis which is closely tied the impacts of
the pandemic and economic crisis for many Philadelphians
However, since 2018, the rate of shootings in the Promise Neighborhood has been
increasing faster than Philadelphia
Incidents of homicide in the Promise Neighborhood doubled from 2019 to 2020

Overall violent crime and property crime are consistent from year to year, but there
are some highs and lows that differ between neighborhoods.
Many violent crime incidents occur in clusters near the Spruce Hill and West
Powelton/Saunder's Park areas of the Promise Neighborhood
Burglaries in the Promise Neighborhood occur mostly in the commercial corridors in
Spruce Hill and Lancaster Ave, where there are more stores and pedestrian traffic
Personal thefts in the Promise Neighborhood have declined from 2019 to 2020, but motor
vehicle thefts have increased

There are disparities within the Promise Neighborhood in how many years of
incarceration are sentenced to residents
Involvement with the criminal justice system is a burden for the entire community. In
some areas of the Promise Neighborhood, residents are being sentenced to more years
than average for the rest of the city.
The northern area of Belmont has more years of incarceration sentenced compared to the
rest of the Promise Neighborhood.
Overall, since 2014, the years of supervision and incarceration across Philadelphia and the
Promise Neighborhood have been decreasing.
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West Philly Promise Neighborhood Data and Research Core
The role of the Data and Research Core is to build an infrastructure for research, evaluation, data access, and
dissemination for the West Philly Promise Neighborhood initiative. To achieve this, the Core collects data at the child,
family, neighborhood, and school level to support, inform and evaluate the impacts of this initiative, and to make the data
available to neighborhood residents and leaders. The goal of our community indicators work, and briefs like this one, is to
provide community stakeholders with data snapshots about their neighborhoods and the West Philly Promise
Neighborhood that can be utilized to advance community programming, advocacy, and social change.

Data Sources
US Census - American Community Survey

Philadelphia Office of the Controller, 2020
https://controller.phila.gov/philadelphia-audits/mapping-gun-violence/#/2020
Philadelphia District's Attorney Office, 2020
https://data.philadao.com/download.html
OpenDataPhilly

Recommended citation:
Joseph, S., Munn, T., Galpern, D., Budd, J., Lê-Scherban, F., Carroll-Scott, A. Public Safety Indicator Brief. West Philly
Promise Neighborhood. Dornsife School of Public Health, Drexel University: Philadelphia, PA; June 2020.

For more resources related to these data, please visit our website:
https://westphillypn.org/how-we-measure-success/neighborhood-indicators

